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Golf with the stars
Our man David J Whyte on what you can expect when you take the clubs on a break to Madeira

IN THE PAST DECADE, the islands of 
Madeira have been voted Europe’s Leading 
Island Destination no less than four times: 
2013, 2014, 2016 and 2017. Conde Nast 

readers have voted them in the top 30 island 
destinations in the world.

Not bad going for a precipitous little 
gathering of rocks nearly 600 miles o�  the 
North African coast. But these Portuguese 
pearls deserve such accolades! Madeira is a 
surprisingly sophisticated destination basking 
in an equitable, year-round, semi-tropical 
climate with a certain colonial charm that 
has in no small part to do with British wine 
merchants. It’s also one of the safest places to 
holiday in Europe with virtually no crime.

5-Star Experience
There’s always something going on in 
Madeira! The highlights of the cultural 
calendar are Hogmanay, with one of the best 
fi rework displays on the planet, followed in 
February with a focus on Carnival, a mini-
version of Rio. 

Then there’s the Flower Parade in April and 
the Film Festival in May. In June, the Atlantic 
Festival o� ers classical music accompanied 
by the annual International Fireworks 
competition where companies compete to 
do the New Year’s honours. September sees 
replicas of Christopher Columbus’ vessels 
sailing into port as well as the Festival of 
Madeira Wine where you collect the grapes 
and squeeze them with your own bare feet.

We’d come primarily to golf and take in 
the 7th annual Madeira Film Festival. The 
fi lm festival is held each year in May with 
fi lmmakers, actors and acolytes attending 
from around the globe. 

On Course
Madeira weather is perfect throughout the 
year so golf or any other outdoor activity 
is ideal. There are three excellent 18-hole 
courses, two on the main island and one 
on nearby Porto Santo. The most striking is 
Palheiro Golf, above, perched above the city 
of Funchal with incredible views all the way. 
It’s short and occasionally tight yet always a 
delightful challenge for any level of player. 
Santo da Serra Golf Club looks over to the 
Desertas Islands o� ering three loops of nine 

in beautiful condition. This has been the 
venue for the Madeira Open so it’s a full test 
from the back tees but there’s plenty room to 
enjoy from visitor tees. 

The Sands of Porto Santo
The island of Porto Santo is a two-and-a-half 
hour ferry crossing and certainly worth that 
minor e� ort. There are two main attractions. 
Porto Santo Golf Club is a gorgeous Seve 
Ballesteros design across rolling terrain with 
a surprising string of cli� side holes from the 
13th to 15th on a par with some of the best in 
Europe. If you avoided Porto Santo’s sand 
bunkers, you won’t want to avoid its seven-
mile beach. Porto Santo’s golden sandy 
beaches have been scientifi cally proven 
to have notable healing properties for skin 
conditions or arthritis. Spa treatments are 
available but simply covering yourself on 
the beach for an hour or two is bound to be 
benefi cial, perhaps ideal for any post-golf 
sti� ness!

Getting back to the mainland and the 
Madeira Film Festival, being movie bu� s 

we had the pleasure of taking in several 
excellent independent fi lms, meeting the 
actors for Q&As after their screenings and 
generally enjoying a week of ‘Red Carpet’ 
treatment. On day one we sailed a Turkish 
schooner in the company of fi lmmakers, 
festival volunteers and dolphins to the 
exclusive Fajã dos Padres, a strip of fertile 
land beneath massive cli� s accessible only 
by boat or cable car for a most delightful 
lunch. At night we were picked up at in a 
vintage car and transferred to Teatro 
Baltazar Dias or the Municipal Theatre for 
the O�  cial Opening ceremonies. All very 
‘Hollywood’.

Who Should Come
Madeira is perfect for couples or possibly 
groups of ladies looking for a safe, 
sophisticated retreat with lots to see and 
do. Even if you don’t golf, there’s so much 
available that the keenest golfer might 
think twice when they see ‘the non-golfers 
itinerary’. There are organised shopping trips, 
breathtaking vista excursions, Levada walks, 

Madeira wine tastings and of course the best 
lunch venues on the islands. 

Nightlife is also very appealing especially 
in the Old Town of Funchal with several 
‘select’ restaurants. Our hotel, Belmond Reid’s 
Palace o� ered a Michelin star ‘Williams’ 
restaurant easily living up to its reputation 
as did the rest of the hotel! Reid’s has been 
looking after Europe’s ‘crème de la crème’ 
for over 100 years with the likes of Winston 
Churchill, Roger Moore and Gregory Peck 
making it a regular winter base. It still has 
all the charm of its colonial roots including 
Afternoon Tea served with style on the 
veranda.

FURTHER INFORMATION
We booked our Madeira Film Festival & 
Golf Week with Linksland Luxury Golf 
Travel who combine golf with programmes 
of cultural, artistic and gastronomic 
activities. For further information visit 
linksland.com or call 07905 141316.
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MACHRIHANISH
FLY, STAY & PLAY

Visit our website to view our full range of golfi ng packages www.dpandlgolf.com

Prices from 

£365pp
Quote code

DPL/UKGC/0718

Your Package Includes:
•  Glasgow to Campbeltown   
 return Loganair fl ights

•  1 night stay in 4* Ugadale   
 Hotel, Machrihanish

•  Breakfast daily

•  2 rounds of golf

• Machrihanish

• Machrihanish Dunes

•  All airport taxes, golf bag   
 carriage and transfers

DP&L Golf – Your Specialists 
for Fly/Ferry Golf Tours to 
Machrihanish, Islay and the 
Western Isles.


